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unrivalled in their eating and their loves; the white
monks in their lies; the knights of Temple and Hospital
in their pride, and the canons in usury," sang a minstrel
of the south. "They love the fair lady and the red
wine," said another. It is ill to seek evidence against
any class from popular songs or dramas, but there is
not wanting proof to substantiate, with some modifica-
tions, the charges which the Troubadours bring against
the church for its corruptions. The higher clergy, the
great prelates, lived, there can be no doubt, lives of
ease and luxury. They were gentlemen and politicians
before they were priests and preachers. And the clergy
were, at the least, not equal to dealing with the intel-
lectual and moral difficulties which led to the recru-
descence of old heresies.
At the close of the twelfth century individual heretics
and freethinkerSj the founders of new schools and the
knight-errants of unpopular opinions, Berengar of Tours,
Abailard, Arnold of Brescia, had given way to organised
bodies whose origin or founder it is not easy to trace,
whose tenets were of every shade of divergence, but
who all agreed in opposition to the church. Comparing
this epoch with the days of the early church it has been
pointed out that the different sects fall into three classes,
which follow the old lines of the Montanists, Pantheists,
and Manicheans.
To the first class belong the followers-of Peter of
Bmys, who at the beginning of the century had in the
south of France opposed baptism, celibacy, and the
church's doctrines of the ministry, the Eeal Presence and
the Sacrifice in the mass. He was himself burnt in
1124: of his followers some were converted by a mission